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Explorers begin attempt to row to North Pole
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Jock Wishart and five other explorers have set off in an attempt to row to the North

Pole.
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They hope to make history by rowing 450 miles across the Arctic sea to
the magnetic North Pole

The trip to the Pale, which they estimate wil take between four to six
weeks, has not been done before. It s only possiole now because of
mare ice-melt in the Arctic, organisers said.

Mr Wishart is leading the Old Puiteney Row Ta The Pole challenge to
highlight the effect of climate change on the ice around the polar
regions

He has taken part in two previous expeditions to the Narth Pole and has
also rowed acrass the Atiantic Ocean

Before setting off on Saturday, he said: "No one has ever attempted this
before, s0 we are quite literally heading off on a voyage into the
unknawn

RELATED ARTICLES

Driven to extrermes 25 Jun 2006
‘Adventure to the Arctic Circle in a dinghy 16 w2011
Frince Harry travels to Arctic 28 Mar 2011

"I've seen the satellte images showing a route through the ice in late
summer for the last twa years, o as the expedition leader, I'm Iooking
forward to meeting the challenge for real and making a bit of histary at
the same time

"What wil | miss most? A glass of malt and a change of clothes."

Dumfries-born Mr Wishart captained the team which broke the London-
to-Paris rowing record in 1999 and in 1992 was part of the first group to
walk Unsupported to the geomagnetic North Pole

The crew set off fram Resolute Bay in Canada at around 5.15m UK
time.

Cyelist Mark Beaumant, who is alsa on the boat, said: *I'm making a
documentary abolt the voyage

"50 for me, the thing I'm anticipating most s fiming the journey, its ups
and downs and excitement, trying to capture the spirit of an
unprecedented journey "

Mr Beaumant holds the world record for the fastest circurmnavigation of
the glabe by bicycle, covering 18,296 miles in 194 days 17 hours. He
campleted the challenge in February 2008

Last September a campetition was launched to find the sixth crew
mermber and in January 28-year-old British Army officer David Mans was
given the final place

Captain Mans, who Is with the Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment and
Iives in Hampshire, was selected from around 300 international entrants

The other crew are Billy Gammon, Rab Sleep and Mark Delstanche.
Team members wil row in shifts to the North Pole

In December a boat-cum-sledge designed to navigate the icy waters of
the Arctic was unveiled, which the crew wil use.

Dutch yacht designer Peter Bosgraaf created the rowing boat with
Devon-hased Hugh Welbourne and sledge expert Roger Daynes. The
vessel has sledge runners under its hul

Builtin Christchurch, Dorset, it s covered in fibres designed to withstand
‘Arctic conditions while being light enough for the crew to pul. Its golden
underside will help the men identiy the vessel should it capsize.
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